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“What worked well for wildlife agencies in the first half 
of the 20th century won’t necessarily work well 
today. Conditions change.

From a human-centric perspective, my answer is that we must protect the full range of benefits wild 
animals provide to people, including ecological benefits, sustainable use, and aesthetic value. I and 
many others would add that animals have intrinsic value that alone warrants our compassion and 
care. Put another way, the first part of…(an agency’s) mission, to preserve, protect and perpetuate 
fish, wildlife and ecosystems, must be given higher priority in response to our current ecological and 
environmental conditions.”  
Dr. Fred Koontz, Conservation Biologist

H. 582 is a critically important step in establishing policy that reflects contemporary social-ecological 
conditions-it will help guide our institutions into alignment with modern expectations for 
governance of public natural resources. We urge the Committee to pass H.582.



Vermont Fishing, Hunting, Trapping License Sales Trends 
1985-2019

Fishing 1985 2019 % Change

Resident               54,747 41,442 -25%

Non-Res               19,053                         14,556                             -24%

Hunting

Resident                 47,068                      20, 805                      -56%

Non-Res                 16,935                          5,835                              -66%

Combo Res   49,283                        25,960                              -47%

Combo Non    2,427                         1,548                              -36%

Youth Res        7,507 (1993)       3,744                              -50%

Trapping 1,483                            738                       -48%
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DFW Staff Perspectives on Change from 2018 Survey

 62% of employees surveyed feel DFW should focus more on adapting to change.

 85% of employees recognize that the views of the public are changing with 
regard to wildlife management. 



A Time of Unprecedented Environmental Threats

 6th Mass extinction-population of wild animals halved since 1970

 One third of American wildlife species are at increased risk of extinction

 Our Wildlife Action Plan reports that 976 Vermont species qualify as species of greatest conservation need

 Moose, Bats, Monarchs, Reptiles and Amphibians, Honeybees-all in decline

 One third of wild birds in US and Canada have vanished since 1970

 Climate Change

 Habitat Loss and Fragmentation 

 Invasive Species 

 Disease 

 Pollution



We are surrounded by voices calling for change.  

H. 582 is no magic bullet however it is a critical step towards acknowledging we must change.

H. 582 offers an opportunity to realign of our out-of-alignment governance.

H. 582 offers a vision and a foundation that aligns wildlife governance with:

 Leadership in the wildlife profession calling for a focus on conservation systems. 
 The Assoc. of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and their Blue Ribbon Report calling for “transformation.”
 DFW staff’s call for more focus on/adapting to change-knowing the public’s views on management are changing.
 A culture that has evolved to understand and appreciate wildlife values and not just wildlife uses.
 A culture that recognizes that natural systems are under grave threat.

In light of the full circle of change facing us, is there any public or private institution, profit or not for profit organization,
governmental or non-governmental agency that would not reexamine its core operations and direction, and begin a path 
to address that storm of change facing it? H.582 is a guide to change in a way that doesn’t throw a wrench
into the gears of current operations. H. 582 helps ensure continuity of management approach as 
administrations change.



There exists an absence of clear, contemporary and guiding policy in current 
statute. Existing policy is antiquated and inadequate.

H. 582 fills that very significant deficiency with policy language that is grounded in
ecology, in science, in the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, in 
contemporary social-ecological conditions, incorporating multiple and diverse 
perspectives, and citizen input in order to serve all the citizenry. Does any of that 
contradict our values? 

H. 582 clarifies the agency purpose for the public; H.582 provides a foundation at a 
time when we very badly need one. 

Vermont’s Wildlife Policy in Law



Fish and Wildlife: At the Heart of Vermont Life



“Every citizen has a stake in and benefits from healthy fish 
and wildlife, but most have little contact with or 
understanding of the state agency responsible for their 
stewardship. To remain relevant, state fish and wildlife 
agencies will need to transform their structures, operations 
and cultures to meet the changing expectations of their 
customers. If state fish and wildlife agencies fail to adapt, 
their ability to manage fish and wildlife will be hindered and 
their public and political support compromised. “

From the final report of the Blue Ribbon Panel-Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies-2016



I will close with comments from Amanda Wuestefeld, Indiana’s first female director of fish and wildlife-
appointed just this month. “When I started in Fish & Wildlife ... we (division staff) all looked the same. We enjoyed
the same things, we were all motivated in the same ways," Amanda Wuestefeld said.

"Fish and wildlife agencies as a whole are 
at a point in time where we have to 
change. We have to become a different 
beast than what we’ve been.”



 H. 582 is a vital step to Vermont’s wildlife governance becoming “a different beast.” 

 The Green Mountain State must be a leader in addressing change. 

 The Vermont Wildlife Coalition urges you to pass this bill.  Thank you

info@vtwildlifecoalition.org www.vtwildlifecoalition.org


